The American Revolution: Declaring Independence
Introduction (0:00-9:58)
· April 1776, the Continental Army of 10,000 marched towards New York
· The British were returning towards New York with a large armada
· England and General Howe saw New York City as an opportunity to stop the war in one decisive blow because they could take the Hudson River and thereby separate New England from Philadelphia and the rest of the Colonies

· Common Sense, written by Thomas Paine in Philadelphia, in December of 1775, set America on the course for independence

· Paine was an immigrant from Europe full of ideas from the enlightenment

· He had been a failure at most things in his life

· Philadelphia was the opportunity for a fresh start for him

· Common Sense was written so that all could understand and conjured up a vision of a very democratic nation (100,000 copies were published)- it spread rapidly through the Colonies and colonists began contemplating a clear break from England and the king

· The Continental Army grew as a result of Common Sense and most saw a break from England as the goal

· Citizen-soldiers, though full of ideals, lacked training and experience

· The revolt in Massachusetts over taxes was soon becoming a revolution for independence

Talk of Liberty (9:58-20:04)
· June 1776- the debate over America’s political future as an independent nation became the topic of conversation all over the Colonies (stirred over Common Sense)
· With 130 warships and 25,000 men, the British began to arrive in New York
· Washington set up his headquarters in New York City

· He knew that defending New York would be a nearly impossible task

· He had no navy against the world’s strongest naval force

· In Philadelphia, Congress saw the victory in Massachusetts as a positive sign towards pursuing independence

· Richard Henry Lee of Virginia- called for independence immediately without delay
· Congress turned to Thomas Jefferson to draft the Declaration of Independence

· Thomas Jefferson was a man full of contradictions

· He wanted an America that was free but he was a southerner and lawyer that owned 100-200 slaves

· He knew that slavery was wrong

· He debate every single word and knew that it was radical

· His major question was: Who would be a free American? Who was included and who was excluded?

· All of the talk about freedom reached the slaves and many saw it as an opportunity to escape (even those who were slaves of the founding fathers)

· The fundamental contradiction Jefferson faced was fighting for unalienable rights but yet holding slaves

· Jefferson fell short of calling for the freeing of slaves and the Congress ripped apart any suggestion of that in his Declaration of Independence
The Wait (20:04-27:55)
· June 30, 1776 on the bluffs of Brooklyn Heights- the Continental Army dug in for the fight to come
· Every day they expected an attack and every day it failed to come

· Joseph Hodgkins oversaw the building of fortifications but he grew tired of waiting
· The British continued to pour onto their base on Staten Island all throughout the summer

· Washington was perplexed by why the British had not yet attacked

· The British ships floated off the coast of Manhattan

· Washington asked for a navy but instead received the first combat submarine called the Turtle

· The Turtle was operated by one person, made of oak, and covered by tar

· It had a drill operated by bicycle pedals that would be used to drill into British ships, attach gunpowder, light a fuse, and then escape

· The turtle failed at its only mission- as it was pursued by British longboats it sent a tower of water into the air but caused no damage to any British ships

· July 1, 1776 the draft of the Declaration of Independence was delivered to Congress

· It took out 89 different things, including anything that criticized slavery

· They postponed the problem of slavery to be dealt with for another day

· They knew it was wrong but they didn’t know how to deal with it

· On July 2, 1776 the Declaration of Independence was voted on an passed- John Adams called for a celebration to commemorate it every year thereafter (he was off by 2 days)
· Copies of the Declaration spread by horseback throughout the Colonies- they saw it as the birthday of the new nation- people cheered and celebrated

· Those who signed the Declaration knew they committed treason and if caught would hang

Declaration of Independence (27:55-34:53)
· July 1776 people saw the war as the means for creating a new nation- it would make or un-make America
· In New York a statute of King George, III was torn down and melted down to make 42,000 musket balls
· July 12, 1776 at 3pm the British began firing their cannons and began with a barrage of gunfire

· Soldiers and citizens alike froze with fear at the show of arms and force shown by the British

· Many of the Americans were scared and drunk- Washington was angry

· The British suddenly stopped the barrage- it was simply a show of force as opposed to defeating them

· General Howe sent a message to George Washington to discuss peace but because he failed to address it properly acknowledging Washington’s authority- when the letter was finally addressed properly, Washington refused to open it or consider it
· August 12, 1776 Brooklyn Heights- Joseph Hodgkins continued the fortification above New York

· The British were not nearly as nervous as the Colonists and seemed sure that victory was near- they flirted with the local girls and enjoyed themselves

Battle for New York (34:53-44:49)
· In late August- Howe finally moved his army (15,000 towards the Americans)
· The British attacked first and began a frontal assault
· The two sides faced off in massive lines at about 100-yards away (European-style warfare)

· European-style fighting was necessary due to the technology of the time

· In open field battles and smaller forest skirmishes the Americans struggled to hold their own

· The Americans were fighting a decoy- the bulk of Howe’s army was marching around to flank the Continental Army

· In a state of panic the rebel army fled- the lines broke and fled through the woods

· At the American Base at Brooklyn Heights, the army straggled back- the army was now trapped and surrounded on all sides

· In a last effort to save his army, Washington ordered a retreat across the river all through the night in a narrow slip between Brooklyn and Manhattan

· The only thing that saved them was an eerie fog the rolled in and concealed their escape

· When the fog lifted, the British found an empty camp.  This failure to put an end to the war at this point was probably the biggest lost opportunity for the British
· September 1, 1776 Washington knew that he had to abandon New York City because he had no means to defend it.  He needed to regroup
· Washington’s ability to lead fell into question and soon he faced challenges from within
· Many soldiers were distressed and left the army
